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A carcass of a pregnant gilt of one year old was subjected for post mortem examination
and was due for farrowing after 16 days. The day before death, the gilt introduced her head
into the farrowing crate through the lower most guard pipe. After about 1/1/2 hrs of
struggle she was released forcefully by the attendants. The gilt died after 2 hours. Based on
history, circumstantial evidences and gross lesions the cause of death was ascertained as
asphyxia and shock. This investigation detected that the gap of the lower guard pipe was
not perfect for which the gilt could enter her head but unable to released her head.
Therefore, pig farmers should take appropriate precaution to avoid such type of incidences
in the farm.

AAU,
Khanapara-22
for
postmortem
examination. The history of death of one year
old gilt was reported as due to an accident.
The gilt was in late pregnancy and farrowing
was due after 16 days. The day before death,
the gilt inserted her head into the farrowing
crate through the lower most guard pipe (Fig.
1). Based on history, she turned over her
head, pushed forward and then got locked.

Introduction
Accidental death of animal can be
encountered due to various reasons, such as
hanging,
strangulation,
drowning,
eletrocution, lightning, burning, automobile
accidents1,2. The pathology of death in such
cases was reported as asphyxia3, 4. But an
unusual death of pregnant gilt in the
farrowing crate was not recorded yet. Hence,
this case report has been considered as
valuable information for the farmers as well
as for the veterinary practitioners. A gilt of
one year of age was brought to the department
of pathology, College of Veterinary Science,

The body size and weight were optimum as
the animal was in last fortnight of pregnancy.
After 1 to 1 and 1/2 hrs of struggle, she could
be released forcefully by the attendants. The
animal was over exhausted and fatigue. There
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muscle was found to be ruptured5. The
noticeable lesion observed was the complete
fracture of right femur just below the hip
joint. Some of the workers opined that the
mechanical forces cause fracture of the bone
in response to stress6. This remarkable
fracture of bone and muscle rupture was the
result of forceful pulling of leg by the
attendants to release her head from the lower
most guard pipe.

were remarkable gross changes in the carcass.
The tissues for microscopic changes could not
be collected as the carcass was moderately
autolysed.
At necropsy, the inner thigh region of the
right hind limb was markedly swollen and
cyanotic in appearance (Fig. 2). On incision,
severe haemorrhage and mass of clotted blood
were revealed (Fig. 3). The brachiocephalicus

Fig.1,2&3 Photograph of the farrowing. Crate in which the gilt entered her head through the
lower most guard, markedly swollen and cyanotic inner thigh of right hind limb & dead fetuses
in the mother’s womb

Fig.2 Markedly swollen and
Fig.1
Photograph
of
the cyanotic inner thigh of right hind Fig.3 Dead fetuses in the
mother’s womb
farrowing. Crate in which the gilt limb
entered her head through the
lower most guard
jelly clot, indicating sudden death9. The
carotid arteries might have compressed by the
guard pipe of farrowing crate that led to
anoxia. It was ascertained that the gilt died of
shock and asphyxia. The gravid uterus had
eight dead fetuses (Fig. 3). This report has
suggested that the pig farmers should always
take appropriate measure to avoid such
unwanted incidences. Such type of incidence
can be avoided with a little effort by
sectioning the iron guard pipe with the help of
electrical welding machine or saw. Moreover,
at the time of building of infrastructure a little
attention has to be given for making the
suitable gap of guard pipes within 12cm to
15cm. The case has been reported from the

The neck region was found highly swollen.
There was petechial hemorrhage in the
subcutaneous tissue and neck muscle. The
tracheal mucosa showed congestion and
petechial harmorrhages due to compression,
venous obstruction and anoxia. The
epicardium and the lungs revealed petechiae
as a result of hypercapnea causing capillaries
to dilate and leak blood7. Both the lungs were
enlarged, pale and severely emphysematous.
This type of emphysema is common in violent
struggle at the time of death8. The lesions of
the heart revealed severe petechiae to
ecchymotic haemorrhages in the left
ventricular endocardium. The right ventricle
was markedly dilated and contained current
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pathological point of view for alerting the
veterinarian for future precaution.
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