Int.J.Curr.Microbiol.App.Sci (2017) 6(6): 720-723

International Journal of Current Microbiology and Applied Sciences
ISSN: 2319-7706 Volume 6 Number 6 (2017) pp. 720-723

Journal homepage: http://www.ijcmas.com

EXCELLENT
PUBLISHERS

Original Research Article

https://doi.org/10.20546/ijcmas.2017.606.084

Limitations Realized by the Extension Educationists to Popularize Mobile

Technology to Transfer Agricultural Information

A.P. Shukla®” and N.B. Chauhan?®

'Sardar Patel Agricultural Educational Museum, Anand Agricultural University,

Anand- 388110, India

Department of Extension Education, B.A.C.A., Anand Agricultural University,

Anand- 388110, India
*Corresponding author

ABSTRACT

Keywords

Mobile,
Transfer of
Technology,
Limitations.

Article Info

Accepted:

14 May 2017
Available Online:
10 June 2017

The study was conducted on a random sample of 150 extension educationists working at
State Agricultural Universities of Gujarat State to know the limitations realized by them to
popularize mobile technology to transfer agricultural information. The data were collected
by personal contacts. Major limitations realized by the extension educationists to
popularize mobile technology to transfer agricultural information were in descending order
of ranks were Issue of mobile coverage in isolated rural area, Language barrier to
operate/use the mobile services and applications, Difficult to popularize mobile
communication amongst low educated and illiterate farmers, Difficult to popularize it
amongst the old aged farmers, Difficult to update timely daily and frequently changeable
information, Lack of mobile repairing facility in rural area, Difficult to establish low cost
affordable mobile service system, Difficult to popularize amongst the farmers with mobile
anxiety, Difficult to convey messages in expected form in simple mobile, Lack
competence about mobile operating among different aged farmers, Difficult to popularize
mobile communication coordinating contents of various developmental departments
working for rural and farmers, Difficult to popularize it amongst the farmers with low
income, Lack of electricity for charging mobile in rural area, Difficult to change mindset
of farmers, Regular updates of information is impractical unless special department to do
exclusive work of TOT through mobile is established.

Introduction

Information plays an immense role in our
society and its large scale dissemination
through highly perfected communication
media constitute. The present agricultural
strategy in India calls for speedy
dissemination of agricultural know-how to the
farming community. The fast changing
agricultural technology demands for more and
more information to be transmitted to ever
increasing volume of clientele. Mobile
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Technology due to its mass nature promises to
satisfy the informational and entertainment
needs of the masses in general and farmers in
particular. Considering the popularity and the
usefulness of Mobile Technology in different
fields like entertainment and advertisement, it

needs to be popularized to transfer
agricultural  technologies from research
stations to ultimate users. The Mobile

Technology in agriculture can play a crucial
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role among researcher, extension
educationists and  farmers.  Extension
educationists are the most active participants
in the transmission of  agricultural
information. They have expertise and
knowledge about significance and limitations
of various media in transferring agricultural
technology from its origin to real users. While
considering  Mobile  Technology  for
agricultural development and communication,
there are many limitations realized by them in
using this system in transferring agricultural
information to its real users. Understanding
this fact, a study was conducted with
following objective

The main objective of this study is to analyze
the Limitations realized by the Extension

Educationists ~ to  popularize ~ Mobile
Technology to  transfer  agricultural
information.

Materials and Methods

The study was conducted on a random sample
of 150 extension educationists working at
SAUs of Gujarat state. The data were
collected by personal contacts. The data thus,
collected were classified, tabulated and
analyzed in order to make the finding
meaningful. The statistical measures, such as
percentage and mean score were used to
analysis data.

Results and Discussion

The agricultural extension educationists are
regarded as the useful human resource for the
overall development of agrarian country like
India. They are recognized as engineers to
develop agriculture and rural India. The
suggestion and opinion from such human
resources is the key to the success of any
agricultural development. To understand
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limitations realized by the extension
educationists  to Popularize Mobile
Technology to  Transfer  Agricultural

Information, data was collected and presented
in table 1.

It can be seen that major limitations realized
by the extension educationists of SAUs of
Gujarat in transferring agricultural
innovations through mobile technology in
descending order of ranks were Issue of
mobile coverage in isolated rural area,
Language barrier to operate/use the mobile
services and applications, Difficult to
popularize mobile communication amongst
low educated and illiterate farmers, Difficult
to popularize it amongst the old aged farmers,
Difficult to update timely daily and frequently
changeable information, Lack of mobile
repairing facility in rural area, Difficult to
establish low cost affordable mobile service
system, Difficult to popularize amongst the
farmers with mobile anxiety, Difficult to
convey messages in expected form in simple
mobile, Lack competence about mobile
operating among different aged farmers,
Difficult to popularize mobile communication
coordinating contents of various
developmental departments working for rural
and farmers, Difficult to popularize it
amongst the farmers with low income, Lack
of electricity for charging mobile in rural
area, Difficult to change mindset of farmers,
Regular updates of information is impractical
unless special department to do exclusive
work of TOT through mobile is established,
Difficult to popularize employing the old
aged extension personals, Difficult to convey
information in detail, Difficult to popularize it
amongst the farmers with heterogeneous
interest and needs, Lack of interest shown by
the private agencies or organization and
Irrelevant contents.
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Table.1 Limitations realized by the extension educationists to popularize mobile technology to

transfer agricultural information

(n=150)
SR Limitations Mean Rank
Score
1 Issue of mobile coverage in isolated rural area 1.53 1%
2 Language barrier to operate/use the mobile services and 143 ond
applications '
3 Difficult to popularize mobile communication amongst low rd
. 1.39 3
educated and illiterate farmers.
4 Difficult to popularize it amongst the old aged farmers 1.36 4"
5 Difficult to update timely daily and frequently changeable 133 5th
information '
6 | Lack of mobile repairing facility in rural area 1.30 6"
7 Difficult to establish low cost affordable mobile service system 1.29 7"
8 | Difficult to popularize amongst the farmers with mobile anxiety 1.27 g"
9 | Difficult to convey messages in expected form in simple mobile 1.24 o
10 | Lack competence about Mobile operating among different aged 193 10t
farmers '
11 | Difficult to popularize mobile communication coordinating
contents of various developmental departments working for rural 1.23 10"
and farmers.
12 | Difficult to popularize it amongst the farmers with low income 1.23 10"
13 | Lack of electricity for charging mobile in rural area 1.21 11"
14 | Difficult to change mindset of farmers 1.20 127
15 | Regular updates of information is impractical unless special
department to do exclusive work of TOT through mobile is 1.15 13"
established
16 | Difficult to popularize employing the old aged extension personals 1.03 14"
17 | Difficult to convey information in detail. 0.99 15"
18 | Difficult to popularize it amongst the farmers with heterogeneous th
: 0.83 16
interest and need
19 | Lack of interest shown by the private agencies or organization 0.83 16"
20 | Irrelevant contents 0.74 17"

The results are matching with the
recommendations given by Molony (2008),
Syiem and Saravanan (2015), Shankaraiah
and Swamy (2012), Shiang et al., (2012),
Hosseini et al., (2009), Ahmed and Elder
(2009).

It can be concluded from the result that major
limitations realized by the extension
educationists of SAUs to popularize mobile
technology to transfer agricultural

information were Issue of mobile coverage in
isolated rural area, Language barrier to
operate/use the mobile services and
applications, Difficult to popularize mobile
communication amongst low educated and
illiterate farmers, Difficult to popularize it
amongst the old aged farmers, Difficult to
update timely daily and frequently changeable
information, Lack of mobile repairing facility
in rural area, Difficult to establish low cost
affordable mobile service system.
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